
 
 

 
 

An easy How-To guide 
To organize a Neighbourhood  

 
 
 

 
 

 

      
 
 

 
Get FREE Burgers and Buns for your block party 
from Neighbourhood Watch. 
Contact Colleen Lamble for details. 
780-459-1715    clamble@st-albert.net
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INTRODUCTION  

 
Neighbours look out for each other , especially if they know each other.  Active participation of 
neighbourhood residents is a crucial element in community safety. 
 
It seems to be a growing trend that relationships in many of todayôs neighbourhoods have 
become less personal than they were years ago.  Why is this?  It could be that families are 
more transient, children are involved in more activities away from home, and there are more 
families with two working parents.  Unfortunately it is becoming less common to see 
neighbours chatting on front lawns while keeping a watchful eye on children and community 
activities.  Quiet, detached, aloof communities are communities ready for crime such as 
vandalism. 
 
Getting together with neighbours for a warm evening of fun and food is no t only enjoyable; it 
also enables a renewed attachment among people in your area.  As friendships grow, so do 
safe and caring neighbourhoods. 

 
 
10 TOP REASONS TO HAVE A BLOCK PARTY 

 
1. To have fun ï no excuses or reasons needed to celebrate! 
2. To meet your neighbours. When you know who lives in your 

neighbourhood, the more likely you are to identify strangers 
or suspicious people. 

3. To increase that sense of belonging to a community. 
4. To strengthen neighbourhood spirit and encourage 

residents to look after the neighbourhood.  
5. To make additional connections within the community. When you know peop le, you can 

exchange skills or resources and perhaps organize a book club, baby-sitting co-op, 
share walking to school duties, or find new friends for your children.  

6. To meet some old time residents in the neighbourhood and learn the neighbourhoodôs 
history. 

7. To establish new friendships. 
8. To learn a little about each other and who might need a little extra help from time to 

time. 
9. To have a neighbourhood clean-up day, play some good music and barbeque once all 

the work is done.  
10. To start a neighbourhood tradition of getting together at least once a year!  

 
 
 

As friendships grow, so do safe and caring neighbourhoods.  

Benefits 
1. make new friends 

2. find a sitter 
3. increase sense of 

belonging 

4. recipe exchange 
5. increase security 

6. decrease vandalism 

7. small town feel 
8. learn something new 

9. help others 
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PLANNING YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD BLOCK PARTY 
 

1.  COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP  
 
One of the first things to be aware of is that both the Neighbourhood Watch Association of 
St. Albert and the St. Albert Citizenôs Patrol Society are encouraging neighbourhoods to 
organize Block Parties by supplying FREE burgers, hot dogs and buns.  To qualify, 
organizers need only distribute a flyer about crime prevention along with their Block Party 
invitations.  For details contact 780-459-1715. 
 
 
2.  HOW BIG TO MAKE IT  

 
 Start off with a smaller event rather than a large one.  It can always grow, but it 

is hard to shrink it.  

 In selecting who to invite, use natural neighbourhood boundaries where possible 
(i.e. end of the block).  If you are planning a street or cul -de-sac party, you need 
to invite everyone from that area.  

 
Decide early and make it clear in your flyer if this will be a Block Party restricted to those 
on the street/block or whether people can invite friends/relatives (if yes , how many).  

 
 

3.  GETTING STARTED 
 

 The idea of a neighbourhood Block Party is to bring neighbours together, so the 
first step is to create an organizing committee.   

 You may want to send out a flyer to explain what a Block Party is, encourage 
attendance, and get opinions on how to handle the food, possible d ates and 
times to have an event (see sample questionnaire on page 5). 

 Enlist as many neighbours as you can to help out. One person can type the flyer; 
someone else can deliver and collect them. Perhaps local youth can drop the 
flyers in the mailboxes. 

 Itôs important to include as many interested people as possible in planning and 
organizing your event. 
 
 

4.  GETTING THE WORD OUT  
 

It is important to keep your neighbours informed.  Here are some ideas: 
 

 Flyers can be used with a request to drop back their suggestions for the event in  
your mailbox. 

 Have organizing committee members drop off flyers one day and collect them on 
another. 

 Information can be gathered from your neighbours by going door -to-door. This 
adds a personal touch and people will often offer to help. This is also an 
opportunity to collect signatures if you intend to close off any part of your street.  
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 A casual approach can be used to inform or remind neighbours of the event  as 
you see them out mowing their lawns or gardening. 

 Residents can be called on the phone. If you donôt know your neighbourôs phone 
number, a reverse directory telephone book can be used, which is available at 
the library or on the Internet.  

 To reach neighbours in townhouses, apartments and condos, it is best to 
approach the manager. They will let you know how to get in touch with the 
residents. 

 Once a date has been determined, put up signage at the entry to your crescent, 
cul-de-sac or street prior to , and on the day of the Block Party. 
 

 
Take every opportunity to talk it up in the neighbourhood as often as possible prior to the 
event. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
~2007 Garden Crescent Block Party 

 

 


